A brief description of tliese phonemes follows: 

There are fifteen consonants represented by: 
eight stops which occur at bilabial, alveolar and velar points of artic- 
•ulation. Distinction is made between voiced and voiceless stops, and 
at the velar point of articulati'on there is contrast between labialis- 
ation and non-labialisation: 
/p/ Pl^rin *salt% pip old magu thistle*; 
/t/ terxn ^ flea ^ , sutan * two * , tyrant a ^ one ^ j 
A/ "keba ^sweet potato^, tokal 'what% kalkan ^something^; 
/kw/ kwi *new' , ."kmgi bilo *you whistle^; 
/b/ b£ *moon% nobe * edible leaf*; 
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/d/ dil * pumpkin type* , :dodal 'com* , aide 'where* ; 
/g/ quman 'nose*, dige 'aimband*, sing e *you hit*; 
/gw/ qwi *vd.nd', sigmne *ant', sung we *he hit*. 

Of these phonemes /p/ and /b/ range in point of orticiilation 
between bilabial and labiodental positions, and in manner of articul- 
ation between stop and fricative. The phoneme /k/ ranges in manner 
of articulation between stop, affricate and fricative, [k] [kx] fx] [h] 
The variation of these allophones is entirely free without any observ- 
able conditioning factor. It has been observed that /g/ does not have 
this same range of variants. 

three non-nasal continuants ; /w/ voiced bilabial semi-vowel: wen 
'very*, kewa 'wild cane'; /s/ fs/sj voiceless grooved fricative which 
has a free range between alveolar and alveopalatal positions: sutan 
'two', bansu 'short'; /y/ voiced alveopalatal semi- vowel: yene 'down 
below', mayoh 'blood'. 

two nasal continuants ; /m/ voiced bilabial nasal: mdale 'bamboo', 
siinil *bow', tardmbi 'type of taro'; /n/ [r^] voiced velar nasal occurs 
preceding velar stop, whereas [nj voiced alveolar nasal occurs elsewhere: 
nonqare 'type of tree', naale 'locust', nenin 'your father', bdnsu 
' short ' o 

two liquids : /r/ voiced alveolar flapped vibrant: more 'blue', 
biriin 'ridge pole*; /l/ [l] voiced alveolar flapped lateral occurs 
inter-vocalically, [l/l] voiced alveolar lateral with no distinction 
made between friction or the lack of it, occurs elsewhere: dule 'water 
fern', nibil eremue 'he is sick', .kulkan 'grass'. 

There are five vowels: /i/ voiced high front unrounded vowel. 
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with a free range from ft*] high open tending central to [ i^ high 
close; word finally, contiguous to another vowel, and following labialis- 
ed velar stops, ttere seems to be no variation, the high close [ij 
occurring consistently: biriin ^ridge pole', ibe 'above', ebi 
'cassowiry' Icwigi bilo 'you whistle'. /e/ voiced mid open front 
unrounded vowel: ero 'do it', dine 'dead banana leaf, mena 'outside'; 
/a/ [aA] voiced central vowel which has a free range between low 
and mid positions, except that only low occurs in the geminate cluster 
/aa/: abal 'woman', ala 'inside', gilaa 'night'; /o/ voiced mid 
open back ro\inded vowel: oniba 'snake', koba 'pandanas fruit', 
bo 'sugar cane', woongwe 'he is digging'; /u/ voiced high open back 
rounded vowel: sug u 'heart', muru 'all', ura dimue 'it is soft', 
puul 'knife ' . 

There are two suprasegmental phonemes: high and low tone, high 
tone being marked by an acute accent and low tone left unmarked. 
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